Week 3 
February 7, 2024

· Patterns to the churches
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


· Patterns of the churches
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The church of Ephesus was the “careless church,” made up of careless believers who neglected their love for Christ. (hntc)

	Revelation 2:1–7
· 2 “Write to the angel  of the church in Ephesus: 
“The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand and who walks among the seven gold lampstands  says:  2 I know your works, your labor, and your endurance,  and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not,  and you have found them to be liars.  3 You also possess endurance and have tolerated many things because of My name  and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at first.  5 Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.  Otherwise, I will come to you  and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 “Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. I will give the victor  the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in  God’s paradise. 
· MAIN IDEA: Jesus knows the strengths and weaknesses of each local congregation and gives them the proper compliments and challenges. HNTC
· Ephesus had been an important seaport city for over 1ooo years at the writing of Revelation.
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· SUPPORTING IDEA: Christ compliments the Ephesian Christians for their many good deeds but criticizes them because they no longer love one another as they used to.
· Vs 1
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· There is a personal description of Jesus at the beginning of each address to the 7 churches. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Each time another way to look at the structure  to each church is he gives a characteristic, compliment, criticism (except smyrna and philadelphia), command, and commitment to the churches
· Vs 2-3
· The compliments. 
· Vs 2. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 3
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 4
· The criticism
· You have forsaken your first love.
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 5
· The command
· 3 pronged
· First. ________________________________________________________

· Second. ________________________________________________________
· Third ________________________________________________________

· Serious warning of they don’t
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 6
· Here and vs 15 are the only times the Nicolations are mentioned in scripture. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 7
· The commitment
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The 3 elements:
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The overcomer. The victor. The conqueror would be most literal. nikáō
· John 16:33
· (1 John 5:4–5).
· ________________________________________________________
· Jesus commits that his faithful followers will eat from the tree of life in God’s paradise.
· Parádeisos
· Same word from 
· Luke 23:43
· 2 Corinthians 12:4
