Week 7 
March 6, 2024
	
	The Church at Sardis. The Feeble Church

	Intro:
· Situated at the junction of five roads, and commanding the Hermus valley, Sardis was an active commercial city and very wealthy. 
· thirty miles south of Thyatira and about 50 east of Ephesus.
· 120,000k pop est
· The city was built on the plateau of  a hill about 1500 ft up so steep that it seemed to have great natural defenses. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Revelation 3:1-6
· 3 “Write to the angel of the church in Sardis: 
“The One who has the seven spirits of God  and the seven stars  says: I know your works;  you have a reputation  for being alive, but you are dead.  2 Be alert  and strengthen  what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your works complete before My God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; keep it, and repent. But if you are not alert, I will come  like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will come against you. s 4 But you have a few people  in Sardis who have not defiled  their clothes,  and they will walk with Me in white, because they are worthy. 5 In the same way, the victor  will be dressed in white clothes,  and I will never erase his name from the book of life  but will acknowledge his name before My Father and before His angels. 
6 “Anyone who has an ear should listen  to what the Spirit says  to the churches. 

· Vs 1:a
· Characteristic
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· No Compliment for Sardis. Only Laodicea the 7th church joins them in this distinction.
· Vs 1b 
· Criticism
· its reputation is faulty. Perception doesn’t match reality.
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 2–4 
· Command
· five verbs: wake up (be alert)… strengthen … remember … obey … repent.
· Vs 2
· Strengthen or Guard. (stērizō): vb strengthen, make more firm. The life that still remains. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The unsaved in Sardis saw the church as a respectable group of people who were neither dangerous nor desirable. They were decent people with a dying witness and a decaying ministry. Wiersbe
· Vs 3. 
· Remember the gospel you heard. 
· present imperative with the meaning ‘bear in mind’ rather than to recall.

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 4
· The appearance of true religion is no substitute for its reality
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
· Vs 5-6
· Commitment
· Dressed in white clothes
· This city was known for its woolen garments so this would definitely strike a chord with them.
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The symbol of God’s divine ledger goes back as far as Exodus 32:33—“The LORD replied to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book.’ ”
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Luke 12:8–9  “And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges  Me before men, the Son of Man  will also acknowledge him before the angels of God,  9 but whoever denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.
· Final comments on Sardis ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
